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'Hapybot' rolls in to protect medical staff
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Mahidol University (MU) yesterday launched "Hapybot", smart robots
designed to reduce the risk of medical personnel being exposed to the

coronavirus.

Mahidol University yesterday. Thre

help take

care of patients at its three hospitals

during the pandemic, ing medicines to

patients and facilitating t communication with

hospital staff. Chanat Katanyu

qﬁﬁllgkﬂk iBDSt 'Hapybot' rolls in to protect medical staff

Dr Banchong said the robots can move as fast as a human and detect its
surroundings, avoid obstacles and independently move toward the target

area.

"They can serve as a go-between for doctors and patients or those being
monitored. They can interact via high-resolution video conference with
low latency, helping doctors to screen the infected and perform an initial
diagnosis. Nurses, meanwhile, can manoeuvre the robots remotely,

lowering the risk of contracting the virus," he said.

Dr Banchong added that each robot only cost half the price of analogs

imported from abroad.

He said three Hapybots have been tested in three university-affiliated
hospitals -- Ramathibodi Hospital, Siriraj Hospital and the Hospital for

Tropical Diseases -- since April 24.

"The hardest part is we have to ensure that the robots will not create any
magnetic waves which can disturb or damage other medical equipment
and we've overcome this challenge by consulting with the NSTDA," Netbay

managing director Pichit Viwatrujirapong said.

Dr Piyamitr Sritara, dean of the Faculty of Medicine Ramathibodi
Hospital, said its robot is a boon to his hospital as it alleviates the personal

protective equipment (PPE) shortage.
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Mahidol University holds a Press Conference on Medical Robot Deployment to deal with Communicable Disease Spreading, and for ﬁlaa{sceiwng of {HapyBot', a Genius Autonomous Mobile Robot as fast as
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human, to Assist Medical Staffs ﬂ A

Mahidol University holds a Press Conference on Medical Robot Deployment
to deal with Communicable Disease Spreading, and for the receiving of
‘HapyBot’, a Genius Autonomous Mobile Robot as fast as human, to Assist
Medical Staffs
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May 29, 2020 Mahidol University, in cooperation with National Science and Technology Development Agency, and Netbay Public Co., Ltd., held a press conference on “The importance of medical robot
deployment and Mahidol University policy to support robot deployment in current situation” at Chalermprakiat Meeting Room, Chalermprakiat Building, Faculty of Tropical Medicine, Mahidol University. Prof.
Banchong Mahaisavariya, Acting President of Mahidol University, presided at the press conference, together with Prof. Dr. Pairash Thajchayapong, Chairman of Academic and Technical Board to manage
the spreading situation of COVID-19, Prof. Piyamitr Sritara, Dean, Faculty of Medicine Ramathibodi Hospital, Asst. Prof Weerapong Phumratanaprapin, Dean, Faculty of Tropical Medicine, Assoc. Prof.
Teera Kolladarungkri, Director of the Golden Jubilee Medical Center, and Mr. Pichit Viwatrujirapong, Chief Executive Officer, Netbay Public Co., Ltd.. On this occasion, there was a receiving ceremony of
three HapyBot, the genius autonomous mobile robots for using in three affiliated hospitals of Mahidol University; Chakri Naruebodindra Medical Institute of Faculty of Medicine Ramathibodi Hospital, Golden
Jubilee Medical Center of Faculty of Medicine Siriraj Hospital, and Hospital for Tropical Diseases, Faculty of Tropical Medicine, Mahidol University.

Prof. Banchong Mahaisavariya, Acting President of Mahidol University, said that Mahidol University pursues several important strategies to help moving forward and developing the country. Moreover, the
university is ready to serve the knowledges to support when the problems occur; especially, during the spread of Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19). Also cooperating with public and private sector to
further the research in order to alleviate the problems is an intention of the university. When the medical staffs have heavy workload dealing with the situation 24 hours a day, robotic engineering technology is
really helpful. Therefore, they are now being deployed in hospitals working collaboratively with humans. The robots can assist staffs to reduce the contact with infected patients, track patients in ward, take care
and aid the patients, deliver meals, medical equipment and medicine. These are significant and emergency factors to deploy this robot technology in order to reduce the risk and lighten the workload of staffs.

All these times, Mahidol University has developed many robots with the support from Faculty of Engineering, Faculty of Medicine Siriraj Hospital, Faculty of Medicine Ramathibodi Hospital, Faculty of Tropical
Medicine, and other related faculties, the result after testing was effective. However, according to there are several affiliated hospitals of the university, the reinforcement from private sector will be another

important cooperation to assist medical personnel, and increase safety in workplace led to effective medical care.
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